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ABSTRACT. The Repugnant Conclusion (RC), as stated by Derek Parfit (1984), whereby an
incredibly large population with an extremely low quality of life is considered to be better than a
much smaller population with a very high quality of life, appears repugnant primarily in virtue of
being extremely counter-intuitive. In this paper I endorse the view that we must avoid the
Repugnant Conclusion. I argue that the best way to do this is by replacing the utilitarian Total
Principle (whereby the best outcome is the outcome with the greatest quantity of wellbeing) with
Theory X -- Parfit’s format for the best theory of beneficence. I find the General Universal Pareto
Principle to be the best candidate for Theory X and argue that it avoids the RC without leading to
other repulsive or absurd conclusions.
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